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8th Grade “It’s Hilarious” Elective Syllabus (2015-2016)

Mr. Condry

jcondry@wcpss.net
Course Description:
We will learn about and apply elements of humor –levels, forms, and their usage- to writing and speaking.  We will identify in reading listening and viewing types of humor and the author’s/performer’s purpose for usuage.
How to succeed in this class:

1. Bring a positive attitude to class

2. Maintain good attendance

3. Take good notes

4. Ask questions – this promotes discussion

5. Study for quizzes and tests

Grading Scale:

The following grading scale has been established to determine the student’s nine weeks grade on all quizzes, tests, projects, final grades, etc.

A = 100-90% B = 89-80% C = 79-70% D = 69-60% F = 59-0%

Test: 40%

Projects: 30%

Quizzes/Class Work: 20%
Homework: 10%

Classroom Rules:

• We will follow all school rules but common sense is the main guideline in the class. I will not tolerate disrespect of any kind. I am an understanding teacher. If you are having a problem, please talk with me at an appropriate time during the class period.

✓ The most important rule is: RESPECT

1. Respect yourself!

2. Respect your peers!

3. Respect classroom guests & all adults present in the classroom!

4. Respect the environment we all have to learn in (that means this classroom & this school)!

We cannot always control what goes on outside of this classroom. We can however control our attitudes and behavior within this classroom. Foul language, put downs, and disrespect towards the teacher or others will not be accepted.

Supplies Needed:

• (1) Two pocket folder- This will be used to collect all graded work and kept in the classroom.  This is to act as a grade safety net.  If there is an issue with a grade you will have evidence to show me for grade correction.  Without evidence, I can NOT change a grade.
• (1) Composition book/Spiral Notebook:  This is to be used for your “Do Nows.”
• Notebook Paper

• Pen or Pencil (Highlighters are also highly recommended, but not required)

Seating Chart:

I do not assign seats unless there is an issue. If you know that you are going to have an issue sitting next to someone, please save us all the trouble and find a new seat.

Homework/Class work:
All class work will be taken up that day.  Any late work will be assessed with a 5 point deduction a day it is late.  All homework will be collected the following day after it was assigned unless otherwise noted. Late homework will be assessed with a 5 point deduction a day it is late. You may be allowed to use homework/class work assignments (study guides) on some of your tests/quizzes. (So do a good job on them!)

When an announcement is made:

All students will be expected to be quiet during announcements so everyone including the teacher can hear. Remember, just because the announcement may not involve you doesn’t mean that it doesn’t affect others (including me).

If you need to use the restroom:

Bathroom passes will be passed out at the beginning of the 9 weeks.  Once all bathroom passes are used you need to use the restroom before or after class not during.  Raise your hand and ask if you may use the restroom. Sign out on the bathroom sign out sheet. Please try to ask during an appropriate time in class. If we are in the middle of something, please wait until there is a pause in the class (unless it is an emergency).

Writing:
In preparation for high school, ALL major essays are required to follow MLA format. This means that the paper must have a proper heading and be typed (double spaced, 12 pt. Times New Roman font). I encourage all students to have a flash drive to save work. Work must be submission ready. It is the student’s responsibility to type, print, and/or email papers prior to the assigned due date.  You must consult with your teacher prior to the submission due date if you have printer issues.    
Plagiarism/Academic Integrity 

Academic integrity is expected on all assignments. Plagiarism is defined as presenting the work of another as one’s own. Cheating on an assignment or assessment is another activity that violates ethics and school rules.  Any work that exhibits cheating/plagiarism will result in a zero, parental notification, and disciplinary action may be taken.

Finding assignments when absent:

Come see me at the beginning or end of class for any makeup work. Additionally, you can always look at the weebly.

Classroom Discussion:

I will initiate many classroom discussions in which I encourage you to take part. Participation in these discussions will not only increase your involvement in class but also will help in your final grade. Creativity is encouraged. Plus, it’s more fun when I don’t talk the whole period!
Tardies:
You are expected to be in your seat with required materials ready at the start of the class period. If you are running late from another class you must have a pass to excuse the tardy.  Unexcused tardies may result in serving lunch detention, ICS, or turned over to administration for a more sever consequence. 
Behavior and Discipline

Students are expected to arrive to class on time, be prepared with books and materials, and show respect.  Students are also expected to adhere to the school wide and classroom rules and expectations at all times.  

· Only pencils and blue or black ink will be permitted in class.  Red pens will be used for grading purposes only.  Work done in any colored ink, other than blue or black, will not be accepted.  Occasionally, colored pencils or markers will be needed.  

· Electronic devices (cell phones, i-pods, video games, etc.) are not permitted unless they are being used for instructional purposes. If you are using your cell phone during class it will be confiscated and turned in to the front office for a parent to pick it up. 

· No gum chewing, eating, or drinking (juices, colas, etc.).
· Hats should be removed within the building.

Individual Consequences:

If a student is acting inappropriately or being disruptive the following steps will be taken:

1. Verbal Correction—student reminded to be on task 


2. Refocus—student moves from the group to refocus his/her attention in my classroom

3. Buddy Teacher—student sent to a buddy teacher’s classroom to complete assigned work.  Completes behavior form.  Parent contacted.

4. Parent/Teacher Meeting-a behavior and/or work contract may be initiated

5. Administrative Referral

I am looking forward to an exciting and challenging year of learning.  Parents, please email me at any time if you wish to discuss your child’s progress.  
Sincerely,

Mr. Joshua Condry

Mr. Condry’s 8th Grade “It’s Hilarious” Elective Syllabus

Signature Acknowledgements

I acknowledge that I have read a copy of Mr. Condry’s 8th Grade Syllabus.  I will govern myself according to these rules, procedures, and expectations.

 _________________________

Student Name

__________________________                                   ______________________

Student Signature





Date

__________________________
Parent Name

__________________________                                   ______________________

Parent/Guardian Signature




Date

___________________________

Cell Phone Number

___________________________

Home Number

___________________________

Work Number

___________________________

Email Address

If you have any questions or concerns regarding the course syllabus, please contact Mr. Condry, or set up an appointment for a conference.
